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found that in New York, the richest city in the world, many thousands of children are forced to go to school without breakfast because of the poverty of their parents. The effect of this chronic malnutrition on the physical and mental development of the children is grievous.
August Bebel (Woman: Past, Present and Future) records that during the sixties of the last century when the cotton industry of England came almost to a standstill as a result of the American Civil War, thousands of working class women were unemployed; and among them physicians made the astounding observation that in spite of the existing want, infantile mortality was decreasing. The reason was that the babies were then being nursed by their mothers and more care was bestowed on them than ever before. During the industrial crisis of the seventies, similar observations were made in this country, especially in New York and Massachusetts. Unemployment enabled the mother wage-earners to devote more time to their children. The same fact was noted during the general strike in Sweden in August and